
Year 1 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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T
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m

Zog by Julia Donaldson  

The Smeds and the Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson

Look up! By Nathan Byron

Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper

Janet and Allan Ahlberg author study
• The Jolly Postman and other 

letters

• The Jolly Christmas Postman

• The Elves and the Shoemaker

My Grandpa is Amazing by N 
Butterworth

Performance Poetry

I had a little nut tree by Sally Gardner

Now We are Six by A.A. Milne



Year 1 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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T

e

r

m

Winter poems

Winter by Stephanie Turnbull

Author study – Jill Murphy

Baba Yaga by ?

On the Way Home by Jill Murphy

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice 
Sendak

Max the Champion by Sean Stockdale 
and Alex Strick

Elmer by David McKee

Performance Poetry

Pirate Pete by James Carter

Ten Dancing Dinosaurs



Year 1 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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A New Home for a Pirate by R. 
Armitage

Nat Fantastic, Superhero by G. Andrea

Supertato by Sue Hendra and Paul 
Linnet

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch by 
Ronda and David Armitage

The Snail and the Whale by Julia 
Donaldson

Snow White and the seven robots by 
Stuart Ross

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamora (1 
week bridging unit)

My World, your world by Melanie Walsh

Ten Little Pirates by Mike Brownlow and 
Simon Rickerty

Performance Poetry

Halfway Down the Stair by A.A. 
Milne

There was an old woman who 
swallowed a fly by Anon.



Year 2 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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T

e

r
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Rapunzel by Bethan Woolvin.
Narrative – traditional tales with a 
twist

Author study - Biscuit Bear by Mini 
Grey
Narrative – stories set in a familiar 
setting

Winter Sleep by Sean Taylor and Alex 
Morrs
Poetry – free verse

Big Dreams, Little People – Ernest 
Shackleton by Maria Vegera
Non fiction – biography
Non fiction - recount

• First Slodge by Jeanne Willis

• Blown Away by Rob Biddulph

Performance Poetry

In the Ning Nang Nong by Spike 
Milligan

Song of the Train by David McCord



Year 2 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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g
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e

r

m

Various poems with a fire theme
Diamante poetry

Toby and the Great Fire of London by 
Margaret Nash and Jane Cope
Recount

The Great Fire of London by Susanna 
Davidson
Non chron report

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett
Narrative
Factfile

Lila and the Secret of Rain by David 
Conway and Jude Daly
Narrative

• The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett Performance Poetry

Owl and the Pussycat by Anon

Daddy Fell into the Pond by Alfred 
Noyes



Year 2 Reading Spine

Term Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry

S

u

m

m

e

r

T

e

r

m

The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy
Character description
Instructions

Classic Author study – Beatrix Potter.
Narrative
Biography

The Day the Crayons Quit by Oliver 
Jeffers – Author study
Persuasion

Dread Cat by Michael Rosen
Narrative
Poetry
Explanation

Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne 
(bridging unit 1 week)

• What the Jackdaw Saw by Julia 
Donaldson

Performance Poetry

Eletelephony by Laura Richards

The Marrog by R.C. Scriven



Year 3 Reading Spine
Term

Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry
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T

e

r

m

Leon and the Place Between by 
Angela McAllister and Grahame 
Baker-Smith
Character description 

Pugs of the Frozen North by Phillip 
Reeve and Sarah McIntyre
Recount – (diary)

Aesop’s Fables by Michael Morpurgo
Narrative – Own fable
Narrative - fable

This is our House by Michael Rosen

Big Bob, Little Bob by James Howe

Performance Poetry

Please Mrs Butler by Allan Alberg

Walking my Iguana by Brian Moses



Year 3 Reading Spine
Term

Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry

S
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g

T

e
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m

Author study - Roald Dahl

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
Roald Dahl (author study)
Narrative – short story
Persuasive advert

Esio Trot by Roald Dahl
Author study

Homework on Pluto by Lou Treleaven
Informal letter

The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy 
Shepherd
Setting description

Two Monsters by David McKee

Beegu by Alexis Deacon

Performance Poetry

A Parade of Beast Doodles by Zaro 
Weil

The Sound Collector by Roger 
McGough



Year 3 Reading Spine
Term

Main class texts for English Teaching No outsiders texts Poetry

S
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m

e

r

T

e

r

m

The Pied Piper of Hamelin by Michael 
Morpurgo (narrative folk tale)
Narrative – folk tale

Stone Girl Bone Girl by Laurence 
Anholt
Non – Chronological report

Escape from Pompeii by Christina 
Ballit
Non-fiction – newspaper report

Earth Shattering Events by Robin 
Jacobs
Non-Chronological report 

The Huey’s in the New Jumper by Oliver 
Jeffers

Silly Billy by Anthony Browne

Performance Poetry

The Witches’ Spell by William 
Shakespeare

The Magic Box by Kit Wright
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